
 

 

WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENSE 

COUNTY/CITY USE OF STATE PUBLIC DEFENSE FUNDING 
 

State funds disbursed to counties and cities pursuant to Chapter 10.101 RCW cannot be used to supplant 
local funds that were being spent on public defense services prior to the initial disbursement of state funds. 
State funds must be spent to improve the quality of legal representation directly received by indigent 
defendants. Following are guidelines regarding permitted use of state public defense funds.  
 
1. State public defense funding under Chapter 10.101 RCW may be used in the following ways:  

a) Additional investigator services  
b) Additional expert services  
c) Establishing a public defense agency within the local government structure  
d) Professional evaluation of attorney performance by a public defense expert  
e) An attorney coordinator to provide oversight for local public defense services such as, but not 

limited to, contract management, review of attorney case/time reports, handling client complaints, 
approving invoices for non-attorney services and coordinating with other local government offices  

f) Increase in public defense attorney compensation  
g) Provision of public defense services at first appearance calendars (or increase of first appearance 

services if public defenders are already provided)  
h) Addition of more attorneys to lower public defense caseloads  
i) Addition of social worker services to assist public defense attorneys  
j) Direct training costs to train public defense attorneys  
k) Evaluations of defendants for sentencing options, such as drug evaluations, SSOSA, DOSA  
l) Provision of interpreter services for attorney-client interviews and communication (but in-court 

interpreter appointments required under Chapter 2.43 RCW are not an approved use of funds)  
m) Equipment or services to ensure safe, continuity of representation due to COVID-19 or other 

officially declared emergencies or disasters. Examples include personal protective equipment for 
defense attorneys and clients (masks, gloves, face shields, etc.) and technology for attorneys to 
communicate remotely with clients and participate in remote or in-person court proceedings 
(subscriptions for video conferencing services, devices to facilitate confidential attorney-client 
conversations in court, etc.).   

n) Subject to approval by OPD, applicants may request funds for other uses that improve public 
defense services and are supported by the WSBA Standards for Indigent Defense Services.  

 
2. State public defense funding under Chapter 10.101 RCW may not be used in the following ways:  

a) Supplanting county or city funds used for public defense services prior to the initial disbursement of 
state funds to the county or city  

b) Billing or other administrative costs incurred by the county or city in administering the public 
defense program  

c) Indigency screening  
d) County, city or court technology systems or administrative equipment not exclusively used for 

public defense services  
e) County or city attorney time, including advice on public defense contracting, except as provided in 

Section 1(d) above.  
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