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I. Trial Preparation
A. What does the state allege?
B. What does the client say? 
C. What is the client charged with?
D. What facts support the state’s case?
E. How can these facts be disputed?
F. What facts support the client’s story?

II. Suppression Issues
A. What evidence can be suppressed?  
B. What are the legal issues? 
C. What other issues should be explored at the suppression hearing?  

III. Voir Dire
A. What is my theory of defense?
B. What am I looking for in a juror?
C. What are the question areas that I need to address?

IV. Opening Statement
A. Do I need to open?
B. What do I need to tell the jurors about my case? 

V. Witnesses for the state
A. 1st Witness
1. Who is this witness? 
2. What does this witness say?
3. What is helpful about the direct testimony?
4. What should the witness be crossed upon?
B. 2nd Witness

VI. Defense Witnesses
A. 1st Witness
1. What is the relationship between this witness and the client? 
2. Is the witness biased? 
3. What will the witness say?
4. How does the witness hurt the defense case?
B. 2nd Witness

VII. Client Testimony
A. What is the client’s criminal history? 
B. What will the client’s story add to the defense?
C. How does it hurt? 
D. What biases does the client have?
E. Should the client testify? 

VIII. Closing Arguments
A. How will the state define the issue? 
B. How should the issue be defined?
C. What questions will the fact finder have?
D. How can those questions be resolved in favor of the client?
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