
Juvenile 
Dispositions
Juvenile Defense Training Academy 

Green Hil l  School September 14, 2018 

Presenters: J i  Seon Song, Stanford Law School

Katy Wallace, King County DPD



Disposition
Session Outline

I . W H AT ' S  AT  S TA K E

I I . W H AT ' S T H E  P O I N T

I I I . W H AT  A R E  T H E  O P T I O N S

I V . W H AT  D O  I  N E E D  T O  D O

V . W H AT ' S  G O I N G  T O  H A P P E N

V I . F O R E N S I C  E X E R C I S E



Collateral 
Consequences
of Juvenile Adjudication



Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Institutions Capacity

Echo Glen 125 (   girls) (    Boys) (   Youthful Offenders)

Green Hill 250 Boys (   Youthful Offenders)

Naselle 125 Boys
Group Homes (6)



Juvenile Justice Act of 1977

RCW 13.40.010  Intent—Purpose.
…the legislature declares the following to be equally important 
purposes of this chapter:
(a) Protect the citizenry from criminal behavior;
(e) Provide due process for juveniles alleged to have committed an 
offense;
(c) Make the juvenile offender accountable for his or her criminal 
behavior;
(d) Provide for punishment commensurate with the age, crime, and 
criminal history of the juvenile offender;
(f) Provide for the rehabilitation and reintegration of juvenile 
offenders;

Rehabilitation added as a co-purpose in 2015



Status
Legal Options at Disposition



A++
A+
A

A- 30-40 
weeks

52-65 
weeks

80-100 
weeks

103-129 
weeks

103-129 weeks

B++ 15-36 
weeks

52-65 
weeks

80-100 
weeks

103-129 
weeks

103-129 weeks

CURRENT B+ 15-36 
weeks

15-36 
weeks

52-65 
weeks

80-100 
weeks

103-129 weeks

OFFENSE B LS LS 15-36 
weeks

15-36 
weeks

52-65 weeks

CATEGORY C+ LS LS LS 15-36 
weeks

15-36 weeks

C LS LS LS LS 15-36 weeks

D+ LS LS LS LS LS
D LS LS LS LS LS
E LS LS LS LS LS

0 1 2 3 4 or more

ADJUDICATIONS

180 weeks to age 21 for all category A+ offenses
103-129 weeks for all category A offenses

PRIOR

OPTION A
JUVENILE OFFENDER SENTENCING GRID

STANDARD RANGE
129 to 260 weeks for all category A++ offenses



Washington
Disposition Options

RCW 13.40. 0375

RCW 13.40.165

RCW 13.40.160

RCW 13.40.162

RCW 13.40.127

RCW ???

Option A: Standard Range

Option B: Suspended Sentence option 
◦ Requires evidenced based programming

Option C: CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY/MENTAL HEALTH 
DISPOSITION ALTERNATIVE 
◦ Suspended Sentence Option 

◦ Requires formal evaluation

Option D: Manifest Injustice
◦ Sentences above or below standard Range
◦ Requires 

Other Suspended Sentencing Options: SSODA      
Special Sex Offender Disposition Alternative 

Requires Examination by certified SO evaluator

Deferred Dispositions  

Requires Parents approval                                                                               

Drug or Treatment Court



Role of Counsel
CONSTITUTION, ETHICS, 
DEVELOPMENTAL 
CONSIDERATIONS



The Constitutional Mandate



Counseling the Client



Your Client’s Perspective



Goal(s)



Theory of 
Disposition

Minimal Participant

Pressure from Older Youth
Non-Violent Nature of Offense

Rare or Changed Behavior

Remorse



Specificity in Disposition Planning



Where is your client 
going to sleep?



What is your 
client going to 
be doing hour-
by-hour, day-
to-day?



Family Engagement



Talk to the Probation Counselor



Gather Support 



Other Considerations



Communicating Info to the Court



Incorporating Research

Research Summary provided in 
Handout – Annotated Dispostion
Studies Bibliography

http://www.njdc.info/JTIPpassword/Lesson%2035%20-%20Disposition%20Advocacy/HANDOUT_35_-_Dispo_-_Annotated_Bibliography.docx


Sample 
Pre-Hearing 
Submissions
Supp 35 – Disposition 
Advocacy – Sample Pre-
Hearing Submission



Creative Advocacy



V. The Hearing



Disposition Hearing 

Evidence presented to court
Things to contest
Things are outside the guidelines



Probation Conditions



Post-Disposition Advocacy

Contesting Restitution
Probation Violations
Seeking Registration Relief



PRESERVE RIGHT TO APPEAL

Preserve the right to appeal and advise 
your client of the right.



HYPO
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