
You’ve thought through the case again and again. You’ve
mastered the facts and the law, found a story to tell, decided
how to shape the issues, lined up your authorities. Now you
have to write a brief that holds the attention of—and persuades
—an overworked, impatient judge who reads hundreds of briefs
a year. And yet so often this process is much harder and results
in much less effective documents than most lawyers would like
to admit, even very seasoned, senior appellate attorneys.

The Washington State Office of Public Defense understands this
dilemma that all legal writers face. And to help, the Office has
asked John Salatti, Esq. of LAWriters to give you a whole new
understanding about Writing to Persuade.

With his twenty-five years of experience teaching lawyers and
judges, John demonstrates during this program how to write
briefs that are clear, credible, and persuasive. He doesn’t teach
you “tips” or “tricks.” He knows that you are smarter than that
and that your writing is substantive and complex and deserves
more than a “top 10 list.” Instead, he starts from the
fundamental principles of rhetoric and psychology that show us
how to think coherently about the techniques of persuasion.
Building on those principles, he gives you concrete, practical
methods for writing and editing a brief so that its organization,
style, and tone present your argument in the best possible light.
In short, John treats you like the professional you are. He knows
that you understand the law and what legal analysis. That is, you
have the substance of the law down pat. What most of us have
never been taught at any level of our educations or professional
experiences is exactly how to communicate that substance
efficiently and effectively. All too often our documents give our
readers more interpretive wiggle room than we should give
them or than they want. Come to Writing to Persuade and
ensure that the message you intend for your readers to get is
the one that is delivered.

John mixes lecture with the discussion of many examples
throughout the day. He will end with a review of a sample from
the OPD archives so that he and program participants can apply
the principles and techniques of effective writing to a piece of
work product that really reflects the work that you do each day.
The program is lively, fast-moving, and thought-provoking.

Persuasive
Writing,
Deconstructed
You know how to write a strong legal
argument; now learn the elements of
persuasive style and structure that can make
all the difference for your client.
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John T. Salatti, Esq. has been president of
LAWriters since he founded it with Professor
Timothy Terrell of Emory Law School in 1996. For
more than a decade now, he has overseen
LAWriters’s nationwide team of writing experts as
they have provided a full range of writing programs
and services to firms, courts, corporations,
government agencies, and individuals across the
country and abroad. Under his management,
LAWriters has more than tripled its client base and
revenues.
Mr. Salatti did his undergraduate work at Cornell
University. After seven years in banking and mental
health advocacy, he entered Emory University’s Law
and Religion Program where he received his J.D.
with Distinction (the Law School’s highest accolade
at that time) and his Master of Divinity Magna Cum
Laude.
Writing/Teaching Experience: Mr. Salatti has taught
effective legal writing for two decades. As part of the
LAWriters team, he has taught all over the United
States for top 100 law firms (e.g., Skadden Arps and
Choate Hall & Stewart) and very small firms,
corporate legal departments (e.g., Southern
California Edison), all manner of state and federal
agencies (e.g., DOJ, FEC, FTC, CFTC, SEC, DOI),
and a variety of courts both state and federal.
Beyond his national experience, Mr. Salatti has also
taught foreign courts systems and law firms,
including The High Court of Trinidad and Tobago
(and various lower and specialized courts), the
Supreme Court of the Republic of Georgia, the
Supreme and Trial Courts of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, among others.
His writing training career started when he was a law
student at Emory Law School where he was a
Dean’s Fellow in the Research, Writing, and
Advocacy Program for four years. He also served on
the Emory Law Journal for four years, two of them as
an Associate Editor. From the Journal, he received
the Red Pen Award for Excellence in Editing and the
first Distinguished Service Award. While at Emory,
Mr. Salatti received extensive writing training as a
summer clerk for the Honorable Stanley F. Birch, Jr.
of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit.


