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In Re Gault at 50

Under our Constitution, the condition
of being a boy does not justify a
Kangaroo court.

Justice Abe Fortas
In Re Gault 387 U.S. 28 (1967)



https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/116
https://gaultat50.org/about/in-re-gault/

In Re Gault

An alleged prank telephone call to a neighbor
led to the arrest, detention, conviction and
commitment of a 15 year old boy.

Only thing missing was a trial.




In Re Gault

4 Hearing before Judge Robé&fiicGhee
(June, 1964)

A No Accuser

A No sworntestimony

A Notranscript made

A No record prepared
A No attorneys present

£ JudgeMcGhee questioned Gerdirectly and
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COMMITTEBIM TOFORT GRANT

oFOR THE PERIOD OF HIS

MINORITY, UNLESS SOONER
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In Re Gault

The United State Supreme Court issued an
opinionholding that Juveniles have the same

due processightsasadults including:

A the right to timely notification of the charges
A the right to confront witnesses,

A the right against selincrimination, and

A the right to counsel.



https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/116
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/116

In Re Gault

The Supreme Court also held
that, absent a valid confessign
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sustained in the absence of sworn testimony
subjected to the opportunity for cross
examination




JUVENILE CONFESSIONS

What Is a valid Confession?

SHOULD JUVENILE CONFESSIONS
BEADMISSIBLE?




JUVENILE CONFESSIONS

WHEN SHOULTIHEY BE ADMISSIBLE?




WHO WROTE IT?

& Wdz@ Snayibe &specially vulnerable tioe
pressure®f interrogation, which can cause
them to give involuntary or even false
confession® €

A) Bob Boruchowitz
B) Justice Sotomayor
C) International Association of Chiefs of Police




Kids are Different

A For death penalty
I Roper v Simmons

A For life without Parole
I Miller, Graham

A Other sentencingissues{ i 0S @ h Q

WHY?



https://www.oyez.org/cases/2004/03-633
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2011/10-9646
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2009/08-7412
https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/903379.pdf

SEATTLE

UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF LAW

Adolescent
Brain

The pre-frontal cortex is
responsible for
judgment, problem-
solving, and decision-
making. It regulates
impulsive behavior by

acting as a brake on the
parts of the brain that
are activated by fear
and stress.

Source: Int'1 Association of
Chiefs of Police {(z012)
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Wmdiu Commmons.

The pre-frontal cortex does
not fully develop until the
end of adolescence,
leading to classic “teenage”
behaviors:

Difficulty weighing and
assessing risks (e.g. driving
too fast)

Emphasis on immediate
rewards rather than long-term
consequences (e.g. having
unprotected sex)

Vulnerability to external
influence (e.g. caving in to
peer pressure)
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GENERAL COGNITIVE CAPACITY

Figure 2
General Cognitive Capacity (Standardized Composite
Scores) as a Function of Age (in Years)
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